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Mz. Morris H. Crawford - 
Department of State Representative 


Pe Sieivis. ela Sntelligence Committee 
Washington, D. ¢. 
dear Morris: 


your letter of 16 August, and te your stimuleting proposal thet 
the ELC mechanism be considered as a forum for the interchange 
om current issues which bear on ulliteary and Political affairs. 
Wale delay bas been due to the prolonged absence of Ir. Githe 

end to my own two weeks leave. Because Dr. Gutbe has not econ 


. this letter, I trust you will treat it es an interin reply, even 


though it bas been rather widely discussed in the Agency. 
Your suggestion concerning the potemtial usefulness of a 


every congideration. The instance you cite is the coardination 
aifficultica with the revision of Soviet nillitery expenditures. 
The mew GER estimates of costs were @ revigion in this instance , 
og in virtually all other cases, made necessary by a change in 
the national estinetes of major Soviet nilliteary forees and 

BYOgs aus « 


We in ORR are participating heavily in the inter.agenc; 
ad hee vorking groups which have been created by the Office 
of Hational Istinates, to improve community coordination of 
the Bational Intelligence Projections for Planing «~ Soviet 
wilitary Forces Through Mid-1974 (NEPP.66), ‘The breadth of 
the working groups ie shown by their maltiplicity -- naval 
syatens, strategic missiles, tactical missiles » SeTensive 
missiles, nuclear allocations, and expenditures -- gided to 
manpower end gircralt working groups already established under 
the terms of reference for WIE lele65, 


Le ‘Se 


ALUM. 
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With reepect to the EXC ae a mechenior for ceemuniiy co- 
wrdinstion of military~cconmmic intelligence views, in my view 
5 ee ee uge of the mationa’l ceti- 
wating mechenign. We heave reache? this opinion in ORR despite 
the fact ‘thet ORR personne! vill participate in virtewliy 613 
the wEPe.66 working arcupe, and thet cur analysts will chair 
meet of thee. 


Tn a wimiiar way, we arc now perticipsting with the 
Department ef Bbate ed vith DIA in the productian of a joint 
wtlitery.ccommie stuly on Meche Support for the Communist 
Forecs in Zouth Wietam." aig stuty fe being carried cut 
under the acgts of the uationsl intelligence eotimating mechani sr, 
even thoue: the fimal product will not be a nmetionnl estinete. 


We teve bat a mnbur of attcapts to establish « State-Obk 
Communist Gain, you will remember, BEBE sct up an in~ = 5X 1AQ9a 


foemmal group, viich held only a fev sesgione before It vee 
taken over by the Office of Eebional tstinetes. 


Based, on our experience, I fail te sce any clear-cut ed- 
vantages to addins an EXC layer to the existing estinatce me- 
shinery. With reepect te questions which arise in the future 
which bear on political-cconomic matters, I suzcest thet ve 
mabe @ special effort to uae the exteting means of formal and 
informal consultetion and review. Showlé the eeteting means 
of toe estimates structure prove defective, the ebalianging 
view whieh you have atvanced should be re-explored. 


25X1A9a. 
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